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Command chief takes a look back

The past 12 mondes have been a challenpe not onby 1o the men and women of the
435" ARlift Wing bui also to the basc infrastnuciure, Starting on the first day that personne]
were called to active duty, the compuser svsiem at the Fhvers Inn crashed and a lemporay

and hastiby wnticn program had to be put topether so most theer needs. Billeting
ot base was short becawse one of our fve aormen ladinrg: baldings was under renovation,
and two others were scheduled 1o stant. That eesang that sy had to be housed
m area hotels, adding security concemns and long lings at the gates during shift

The rumber of sctivated parsormz] grew w over 1,300 - a lttie mone than half of our
wing = mor than sy other wing in Arr Force Reserve Command. Chr poople: won: de-
ploved overseas in support of oporations, some scrnving, diroctly in harm's wany on the: froot
hmmﬂﬂaﬁafmmﬂmﬁ;mmmmmm“mmmmm

ing demonstrators. Mamy of our amreraft and arews were tasked

l:nﬂ'n:]m:utm:lﬂ-m more than double the aumber of houws of amy
vear sinee the Calf War, The airraft and maintcnance
squaddrons worked sround-the~clock to koop our plancs fhving, while f‘
thez sexurity foross squadron oporated in a Force-Protection *“Charlie™ i
environment, securing the C-5"s long rumway, fight line, our coden- '

sive base perimeter, and dealing with raffic moving i, out and
around the base: :

The folks m maliary persoonel, mmmw =
the clirme proossed 50 many activations in sach a chort time that thy S S @ Shana
average person would think that the svstern would just be overwhelmed. But through it all
he e and women of the Patmot Wing respondad with determumaton o overcome obsta-
cles and work through problems. Although we have personned from 37 staes assigned ©
this wing, everyone displined a spenit of Y ankes ingenisty’” as they tackled onc tssuc affer
ancther

Semvone oooe said that these whe fail 1o leam from the mistakes of history se des-
tined 1o repeat thern, We have leamed mamy i:ssmidr.umg.mmmuhkin\ﬂ]n‘mhm
smarter and more efficient 1f we ane called wpon agam. | can never ! ENTSES Ty
pride: in the: performence and detarmination of every member of this wing, We were called
upon to do more than sy other wing in AFRC, but that docs not surprise me, a5 we truby
are the “Tean of Chotes™ Ag we return 10 our eivilian bives let s not forget those who are
activated for another yvear, those remaining on manday tours, and the voluneeriem of those
gmngm:mMEm:aimnachm:{ﬁ.EF}mnm Soamity of the base st contine,
and we must continee to bring the “beans and bullets™ (o our troops savng ovirgas,

s we look at what has happened 1o our country over the past vear and wonder what
\\mha;:gmm:}u:mmg:.w]kﬂm}muuhﬂu: that 1 have always med 1o
irstill in those [ supenvise: * Hwﬁ:rmmhnﬂamfﬂ'uw Be the Mimgeman that our
Wil mascol represents; go about your lives and your civilian jobs as normal as possible
but b prepased o grab vour ‘musket” with a moment's notios and defend your hemeland

-by CMSgt. Jeffrey B. Sherwin, Wing Command Chief Master Sergeant-
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- Wing will conduct
gtwnspmaos’ﬂighﬁ

The 439 Airlift Wing will conduct two
spouses” Mhghts in November.

These who are eligible wo invite thear
spouse's includs reservists who anc airoow
members, in aircraft mamtenance, acrial por-
texs, members of the socurity fomes, mem-
bers of the opemtions group and those m bife
support. In addibon, armone oocupyng &
mﬂmmﬁﬁﬂﬁwmﬁh

Friday and Mﬂwﬂmﬁ:ﬂi

Resorvists may rogister with thar group
commeanders through thetr unat arderhy
rooms. Further detaals will be avalsble from
the 439 AW Public Affairs office.

Four Seasons moves to
section of base gym

The Four Scasons recreational rental
fiacility has moved across Patnot Avenoe to
£he batse: pymmESTET.

Fick Heller, fitness conier diveciorn, said
o 1o postpons karat, kickboning,
and serobics clasces

The: former Four Scasons bunbdmg near
base operations is scheduled to be om
dowi

For moes information, call the fitness
center 3t Ext 3958

| —m— e —

October UTA schedule

AUTA Oct. 56
B UTA Oct 18-20

Cover Photo

HUGSE AT HOME — SSgt.
Christopher W. Davis, 435th
MXS, his wile, Beth, and son |
Derek share a special moment
| upon Davis' arrival at Westover
| on Aug. 16. Davis was among the |
| last groups of maintenance
personnel returning from three-
menth tours in  support of
Operation Enduring Freedom
{see article and additional photos

on page 4).
—photo by $5gt. Andrew 5. Blscoo




by MSgt. Tom Allocco

The Westover family and guests remembered these who have fallen in the
war on terrorism, henored those who stand guard and carry the war to the en-
emy and pledged their renewed commitment to America during Sept. 11 cere-
monies in the Fuel Cell Hangar onc year after the amtack on America. From the
eight silver swords held aloft by the Westover Honor Guard to the moment of
silence and slow, solemn flag presentation, every step spoke of tradition and
valucs that enable a people to sustzin and overcome adversity,

Lt Col, Patricia J. Hale, 439% LSS, introduced honored guests, including a
contingent of former priscners of war; Maj. Gen, Robert 5t Onge, advisor to
the assistant secretary of defense for reserve affairs; Brig. Gen. {Ret) Mike
Walker, former wing commander, Chicopee Mayor Richard Kos, and Massa-
chusetts Senators Linda Melconian and Michael Knapik.

CMSgt. Kathleen M. Wood, 430% AW, read a poem which recalled “when
a flag had covered a coffin of a brother or a friend.” A Ludlow fircfighter

layed the bagpipes before the Westover Color Guard posted the Colors. TSgt.
ginta. Day, Westover recruiter, sang the National Anthem.

Master of ceremonies Capt. Patrick §. Ryan, wing executive officer, spoke
of why they were gathered on the solemn occasion. “On @ momung that bogan
like any other one year ago today the very fabric of our lives was irrevocably
torn. Our values were under attack. Our belicfs were under, siege,” Ryvan said,

“We are kere to remember and 1o pay tribute. We are here to salute courage
and sacrifice. To pay respect to those who went before us and to those who will
come after,” he said.

The ceremonics also celebrated the 55% anniversary of the United States
Air Force. In honor of more than 600,000 men and women of the Air Force, the

(AFRC News Scrvice)

e by L4 Tl Sl Wall Manger
ONE YEAR LATER - Hundreds of

military and civilian ple gath-
ared in the Fuel Cell Hangar at
Westover on Sept. 11 to honor
the nation’s heroes in the war on
terrorism.

Demobilization under way in September

Contiviided on page 9
Air Force extends per diem
entittement for reservists i
by Lt. Col. Sally Nutt Morger
WASHINGTON - Roservists in and USAF sources
mmﬁm of Operations N ? While W s actrvatod
active m suppoet i o~ . many of Weslover's -
bie: Eagle and ing Freodom may servists propared foe dessobilization through the
niow reseive per diem forupto 730 daysar | month of September, 128 members of the 43%h
one eestion, | Security Forces Squadron buckled down for &
Michael L Domingues, assistant see- | $00ond vear of acthe duty. They were among
retary of the Air Foroe for mangowerand | 14,000 Guard and resenve members across the
reserve affairs, signed a waiver Aug. 21 United States whe are filling the manpower
| extending his original entiflement waiver | e the Arr Fesee.
| for the payment of per diem from onc year ationwade, nearly 67 peroent of the re-
| p botweo years. His initiz] waiver of Sept. serve component members who ars henving ther
| 22, W01, had authorized per diern entitle- | lowrs exiended arc filling seourity foroes roquars-
| ments for members up 0365 days al one ments, With 12 now bases in ceniral Asia and 2
According to ollicials m the Oifics of hﬂmbmahhmnmﬂmﬂmm[}-
the Air Farte Resteve's Dircctoraste of Per- | roguiraments from within the active duty foree .
sonnel, por diem entitlemnents under this It sanvs cortinued support of Guard and Reserve
authority are not iaxable and cannot be is crucial to protecting the force.
arbitrarity reduced. Per dicm is not payable | Exensions could last up to an additional 12
o poople in @ commuting stafus. ; muonths, but Air Foroe leaders plan 1o ketp peo-
Headquarters Air Force willissoean | ple mobilized just boag enough for he active
official messape providing adminisrative | Torce 10 realign manpower 50 that reguincrnts
| information concemning this entilement. | Sreaied by the war against temor can be ap-

poried i a more prodsciable steady-state proc-

o8, ldeas being examned 0 realign poople
resources include handing over cortain jobs in
the active forse to civilians and civilian con-
trasiors, similar o what happenad withan dwe
Air Foroe Reserve over the past two years,

The security forces extended at Westover
make up the cndre 439" Seowrity Foroes
Squadron. Many of them have doployved
around the world since Sept. 11 to such places
as Pakisten, Oman, Germemy, Turkey, and
Saadi Arabia Ning of them wene scheduled 1w
petire kst Oct 31, and though Siop Loss has
been lified from all carcer Gelds 1o include
soountty forces, reservists on mobilizabon or-
ders mary niod fetire of separate until they are
deacinaied.

Elsewhere on Wesiover, over 30 people
filling support type functions such &5 person-
rel, modical, legal and commumications who
were activated months afler Sept. 11, could
remain on actnve duty until te ond of ther
vear-long onders. But things can =0
CMSegt Tamnmy H. Vesana of the 4357 Mili-
tary Porsonne] Flight *“The rumors are thick
and st Lhﬂkwhca'nﬂi:ial“uﬂ.dm'i
pry ervuch hood”



The last groups of maintenance personnel retuned to
Westover on Aug. 16 and 19 afier serving tours at Rhein-
Main AB, Germany, and in the Arabian Peninsula. Most of
the returning men and wamen were with the 439° AGS and
MXS, and were deploved for three months 1o serviee C-35
passing through Earope.

Feservists” families eagerly awaited their amval while
coffee, doughnuts and other refreshments were preparcd for
the welcome. The 439 Airlift Wing — kept busy with con-
stant activations and rotational tours — now faces scheduled
demobilizations of more than 1,000 resenasts this fall,

- photos by §8gt. Andrew 5. Biscoe




ALL TUCKERED
OUT — TSgt. Don
Durand {I
cuddies his nap-
ping 11-month-old
daughter Olivia
during the family
picnic on Sept. T,
while, below, a
family tries the
"gki-walk" to pre-
pare for a race.

LT
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Wing picnic
phofes by SrA. Tom Ouellatie
“Fun” was the word of the day on Sept

HOPPIHG 300D TIME — S:x-_n,raar-nld Allm Pope has Iun
jumping in the sack race in the photo above, while another
young girl is mesmerized by floating ballcons 'in the photo at
lower right,

7 as the wing hosted a family picnic — in
shap contrast o what most families en-
dured a5 loved ones served fhelr counlry this
past year during the war on temonism,

“This = a great opporfunity to
Mynu'bﬂ-ufﬂ'umlg'inﬂrbmuﬂ
especially to teir famiies,” said Col, Martin

“SERVING" HIS COUNTRY =

Lt. Col. Jeel 5, Bogner, 435th AMDS
flight surgeon, {(left) serves a volleyball
during the tournament his team won.
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LOADING UP — Members
. of the 42nd Aerial Pont
Squadron take part in a
lpad preparation and
ingpection during their
90-day deployment
supporting Operation
Enduring Freedom.

-Courtesy photo

The price of our oath and the dividends of our service

EDITORS NOTE: Memdbers of Wen-
over’s 47° Aerial Port Squodrom, ad
wnits from six other baes, deploved w
serve i an Expeditionary A Mobility
in the Middle Eqn. Thousands
af miles from horme, SMSgt Steven D,
MuacKnay, NOOIC Alreraft Services, nar-
rtes Hie exsence of Mkfmnﬁ“
through conversations heard during a
fong, pre-dawn bus ride fo thetr duty st
fene,

We leave our quarters and alk of the
things that we miss.and hove inour ives.

T3zt Bob Roberts” (42nd APS. aircraft
services jourmeymien) daegher s sick and the
infsgquent and sketchy news be receives doss-
n't provide him rexarance, MSgt Miguel
Colon, koad plarmer with the 42nd APS, and

SMSeL Geonge Edwards (from another base)
speak of their daghtess. They talk of their
daveiners’ % and their sweet sixtecn
parties, They el of te plas and de propers-
fion for this everit 1 terr davghier’s lives, It
only comes once m a [fime fora young gifd
and their fathers will be here, The girs say
they understand and they grudaingly accept
the oot of their fathers service because they
know it value 10 our country, The talk of
birthdnys missed i a common conversation.

Peophe deseribe their children and family
members with love and admiration. Their ages
range from wo o forty, TSgt Dan Bracken-
ridge"s (d2nd APS, aircraft services joumey-
men) wife is having her 0th birnhday, He is
looking, forward to his morale call so he cin
tease his wife with, “Londy, bondv, Mamcy's
forty.”" He had planned to hawve all this fim at
his family reunion that he'll miss.

My family seems to have the month of

coverned for birthdays, with my Gthes"s,

ife's and % birthday one week afler
ancther in Julv. 1 jokingdy 12k abos the poo-
verbial drin on the old checkbook, S5

hlomis Moore (from anodther base) & cole-
brating his own birdwdzy. He tums fifty here
in the desert. What & milesione in your Life,
tes s beireg with vous family.

TS Tom Wilk, 4Znd AFS aincraft
servicis joumeymen, iells of his family. His
bavs celebrate their birthdays. His oldest son
anended his first day of kindengarten. His
anniversary has come and gone a5 well,

We uaally follow birthdays missed
with 1alk of missed anniversamies. We ne-
member i we must send that cand in
plenity of time to amive for the big days
Most of our tzam are mamied or have sig-
mficant others who understand. We'll make
up the tme 2d the event when we rum
home, Some pewlyweds haven™t even baen
able to celebrate an anniversary. TSt Rich
Barklow and SeA. Dave Demers, bath 42nd
APS passenger senvices joumeymen, miar-
ried their wives less than one wesk before
homeynoon, staring af a mug like mine, ins
stesd of their bede's.

As we walk, 55g1 John Fashing (from
another bage) is rether quiet We ask what i
on his mind. He says he is trying %o congider
b he will manage. He has served hens foe
fiower mondhs. When he retums home, he will
have enly thirty days to visit with his wife
and reconnect their relationship, He has o
pack his house, prepane has personal effects
and pack his bag again 1 serve  On-year
pemole asinment i Korea immediately
wving his time hene. You have 1o wonder
how his wile compeates the calousation. In
24 monds they will be separatad for 16,

Death is a foe that follows us ng matter
whenz we go, 5520 Cryvstal Gill {from an-
other base) has lost an aunt and can’t be
there for the funeral. An old face has -
joined us this moming. Our brother-in-amms,
TSe. Joho Drobnicki (from another bas)
has reumed from his emergency beave.

John's dad pessed mwany while he was here. He
heard the bad news on his dad’s bixthday,
which happened 1o be the day after his own
birthdany. By the tme he made i home, the
furerd was alresdy over,

Chr friend, TSgt. Mike Walbndge, <2nd
APS speciad handling joumeymen, talks of his
grandmother and her passing, He decided to
pemizin here and serve with his feam. He
speaks warmly of her. She sounds like all of
our grandrmothers and reminds us how much
wi rriss therm,

Lost in thowght is TSgt Lewis Gameffa,
42nd APS aircralt senices pourncymen. He
hes a very umique et of cimmsiances to pon-
der, His wile is managing the sale of their
hexrwe and the purchase of their new home by
herself, She has maneuvened the lawyers and
administrasive mghtmanes and the monanen-
1l stress that comes with such a major B
event. She tells Lew that all is fine; her prig-
reancy is going well and that the baby is fine.

Then the quictest of all of us neminds s
why we are here. His name is T5g1 Fred Wil-
arns, 42nd APS passenger services joumey-
men, &nd he is a United Airdines flight anen-
danit. He is a retired police sergeant enjoying a
second career with the aifines. He wiss in the
& on Sept 1. He of the: desir friends
he lost on Flight 93 which crashed in a Penn-
sylvania field after the pasengers fought hack
aegpinst the temorists. He i a soft-spoken per-
son who B pererlly jovial. But his oo

of our country’s somow and for lost

bust also & queet and wwavering deter-
mination for our mission. He reminds us that
the cone of our couniry 15 unshaken We all anz
rerninded whny we are here,

Thee comversations o 10 a close a5 we
ArTivie 31O estination,

[t is sunrise; the men and women of the
our corposite wnit resolutely assume their
POSIE,



by MSpt. Tom Allocco

The busicst person on base during the Seplember A UTA
was CMSgt. Chervl Adams, Command Chicl Master Scrgcant
for Air Foroe Reserve Command, who tried to be everywhere,
mecting everyvons with a smile, handshake, and a thank-vou.

Bocause vou leamn by dmn,g, the AFRC enlisted advisor to
the commander left her office 3 Robins AFE, Ga., flew here for
the UTA and crammed a8 many experiences as p:mubk: tnbo e
weckend tour. She was here for a two-way dialogue with those
who wear stripes in the Patriot Wing.

Her musston kept her moving from breakfast with the wing

chiefs to commanders calls, Wing Family Day picnic, towrs of |

the faght line, maimenance hangars and the cling, and countlcss
impromptu exchanges with members of the Westover family.

During her first trip 1o New England, the native of 5t Lows,
Mo, found time 1o keep up a running joke abous Westover's Pa-
triot logo and the ° pa.mFLpli reminder of hor Bams™ Superbowd
defeat by Mew Englanders. At the end of her visit, Adams re-
coived a memenito phutﬂ of hersedf in From of a Patrol logo.

Cn a more serious nobe, she felded numerous questions
ranging from Tricare family health coverage, to cmplover sip-
port, 1o Farecasts for the war on [erronsa,

“An open forum with E-ds and below was planned for an
howr, People spoke their minds. There were 20 mamy good ques-
tions it wend 15 minutes over schodule,” said CMSat Jellrey B
Sherwin, 4397 AW Command Chief Master Sergeant,

“Her point of vigw is that if it is a local question, she asks
local leadership to work it out. 17 she hears the same issue at a lot
of units she vists, she oocs to the AFRC command and asks
them to look at it,” Sherwin said.

Adams sad she came 1o Westover aware of how much the
wing has contributed 1o the war on terrorism, but was stll im-

by the “Minuteman spirit™

“I wanted to get 1o soo the folks who were part of the mis-
sions of the past vear, those who deployed and those who sup-
pored them. 'm very impressed by the people and mest of all
the pride they m.rm in their acecomplishments. It's evident in eve-
mh.ng_ it really is,” the command chicf eeaster sergeant said.

“People stepped up, ready to talk about what they did and
they know why they ang here. And they love doing it,” she said.

During the Wing Family Dayv pienie Adams visited secunity
forces who were on duty while ethers were having fun.

“They had a sense of duty. They were sharp on post. [ never
heard complaints about missing the picnic, They are the folks in
the critical AFSC going into their sccond year. They talked of
their civilian jobs, but they're alse ready to do their duty. They
know this 5 where they are needed. You can 1l she said
“¥ou can pick out anyone n any AFSC. Across the board, |
found excelbence.™ .

A resenist since 1977, Adams served as facility nursing
superintendent at Al Jubail, Saudi Arabia duning Desent Shield
and Desert Stormn, A5 a civilian she 15 an ordained munister
Since bocoming AFRC chief master sergeant in February, 2001
she has froguently been on the road vistung wuts durning UTAs.

Adams lefl Westover with a salute to the Patriol Wing's
MCO corps. 1 saw very strong enlisted leadership, | am very
impressad by that,” she said,

e -
Lol .h-]_vf'_“n. % -e:f'*'* S t'e{,ﬁ

— phatn e Lifge WO Pope
CHIEF 5TARS — AFRC"s Command CMSgt. Cheryl Adams,

and the 43th Aidit Wing's Command CMIgt, Jeffrey B,
Sherwin, applavd promotees and award winners at the com-
mander's <all held in the Base Hﬂﬂnﬂr an Sept. T.

———— e

“Town hall” meehng airs AF issues

Concems abowt famaby health care, aming and sctivatons for
the war on temonism were on the able when a Pentagon advisor for
reserve alfars imviled all Wesiover resenvists o an informal “town
hall™ eraectines in fhe wing conferones conter in Soptember.

Ay Maj, Gen. Robert 5t Onge, advisor to the assastant secres
tary of defonse for resenve affars, wis mimoduced by Col. Bartm M
Masgck, wing commander,

“You are the kind of Americans that sicp up 1o the plate and ke
on something bigeer than yoursehes, You've done it with remen-
dmﬂqmtm:ln:ﬂﬁd::m Mmm\mmm
ment of Defense holds vou i tremendaus hagh regard ™ 50 Onge said,

He saxd he came here to histen and leam, 0 offer what mforma-
tion b could and 1o take back 1o the Pentagon the input of the Patriot
Winge

“Wie're moving in the right dircotion,” 51 Orge said of ongoing,
Pentagon efforts to improve Tricarc heahth coverage for families of
activaied noscnists who have concoms aboat tarsston and other is-
LS.

The burden on reservists of lengthy military schoots 15 undor re-
view, he saikl Possible oplions include schools in pwo-week incre-
ﬂﬁdﬁ,&\iﬁgﬂ‘:ﬂit for civiltan tramimg, foousmg mmng on -

a course that ame necded and greaser mvestment in distancs

St Ompe addressed a question about fslurg aclivations in the war
on terronsm. He said he has no crystal ball on the response 1o the
threat of Irag. but advised gt the war on terrorism may be a kong
campaggn. The nationa] leadership &5 committed to a “prudent and
Judscious use of reservists™ m the-contest of that campasgn, be said.

MWmMm@‘M}WFNbﬁgmm...

“Be prood of voursebves. Be proud of vour senvice, And look out
for each other. . We honor you We honor vour service. Our pravers
an: for those stll doing, serviee.™




by SrA. Tom Quelletic

Winning a lottery 15 generally con-
sifered a sign of goed luck. Yet, when
the prize invelves spending 12-15 hours
of continwous running, smm.mmg and
oveling over difficult torrain under a
brutal, bt sun, many woulda't feel 5o
forunate.

Bul a Westover reservist, @ winngr
of such a lotigry, said he couldn't be
happier.

M. Elot H Graves, assigned o
the 43%h Security Forces Squadron as
chief of anti-terrorism, will compete as
a member of the Air Foree team in the
Ironman Trathlon Werld Champion-
ship, the world's most prominent Iroa-
man competition, on Ol 19 in Kailua-
Fona, Hawaii

An Ironman competition involves
swimming 2.4 miles, biking 112 miles
and a marathon-distance ren of 262
miles,

“What separates this Ironman com-
pelition from others is the difficult con-
ditigns, The biking involves going
through mountamous and windy ter-
rain,” Graves said. “Some cvelists were
literally blown over guardrails last vear

by gusts of wind. And even in October, it
is very hot in Hawaii, which makes run-
ning more challenging ™

He cxplained that dus to the event’s
prestige and populanty amengst lronman
compelitors, organizérs limit the field to
anly 1300 athletes. However, the ongl-
nal founder of the competion specified
that amy athlcie, not just the clite, should
be able 1o participate. As a result, organ-
tzers set aside 1,200 of the 1,300 slots (o
qualifiers, leaving 300 glogs available o
anyone via a lottery sysicm,

Every military branch sends a con-
tingent and 15 guaranteed ot least seven
slots, five for males and two for fomales,
Three male Air Force members qualified
and two, one being Graves, won by lot-
fery, he sard.

The 3i-year-old Graves sid he has
been competing in lronman competitions
for four vears and his best time is 13
hours, 12 minuies, Fle traing 18-20 hours
a week and plans on improving his best
time by at least one howr,

“This 15 the Super Bowl of wath-
lons. Every tnathlete wishes (o compele
in this event, it's & once in a lifetime
chance and I'm very excited and happy
1o be going,” Graves said.

Courinn: phosic:
MARATHOMN MAN — Maj. Elliot H.

in the
held near
N.H., in

Graves competes
Timberman Triathlon
Lake Winnipesaukea,
August.

Maintainers keep ‘em flying with one more wartime “first”

by MSgt. Tom Allocco

Smoe September 11, every day brngs
now challenges as the war on yrorism
pushes atrerall and airmen 0 mainiain the
siepped-up tempo of worldwide operations,
Westover mainienance members, who have |
been on the front lincs of the wartime offort .
since the first day, passed 2 milestone in [N
Juby with a first-tme cngine pylon change
here. -

The 337 Airlift Wing has been flving [
C=3s simee 1937, but this was the Tirst ime
that mainicnance teams were called on to
do the complex job of replacing an engine
prlen at Westover,

TSt John A Evelm, 439% AGS
amospace  mainlenance  specialist, first
ﬁ.’@ﬁd the pylen as defective when he spot-

;i the number four cngine py-
lon duning routine maintenance inspection.

Pylens have been replaced in the past during extensive depot
inspactions corducsted periodically at Robing AFB, Ga. But i was
the farst tioee & defective pylon was spotted and the decision made
to replacs it at Wstover.

A pvlon i3 attached 1o the wing with enly thres bolis and three
back-up bolis, but 11 is a far more complicated pisce of equipment

THE MIGHTY P"'r'LﬂN - Maln-
tainers mowe an engine pylen
into place to start the complex
job of the first-ever C-5 pylon re-
placement performed at West-
OVer.
—phaoto by §5g1. Andrew £, Biscoe

than it appears. Each of the siv C-53 pyvlons is
loaded with hydraulics, clectric cables, fiscd lines,
a blocd air system and more. Disassembling all
the components o remove a defective pylon and
replacing it with a oéw one can be compared (o
| doing surgery.

To do the job, a ieam of hve trouble-
shooting crew chiefs, hydraulics specialists and
clectricians from the active duty 622nd Combat

bl Logistics Support Squadron, Robins AFEB, dreve

1 here with a new pyion on a flatbed truck. MSgt
John M. Manna was team cloel The mainic-
nancs specialists were Togl Herman B, Mclran-
wl, TSgt Lawrence D Craven, 58gt Stoven
Markewshi and 5501 Alex W, Murray.

Col. Charles A Brown, 439" Logistics
Group commander, rated the C-3 engine pedon
change as one more milestens in 2 leag senes fior
maintainers who have been doing everything tha
could be asked of them and more since the first
days of the war on terronsm.

“Westover mainiziners have distinguishod themsebves in
nstn 1o the challenge of a two and a half tmes mersase i Myang
since Sept. |1 while maintaining substantial overscas doploy-
mients. The wing has been successful in keeping cargo and troops
baving in suppon of the war on Wemonsm bocause overy logistics
member ig giving 110 percent,” the group commander sad



by 55¢t. Andrew Biscoe

S5gt, Chris 5. Dion stood at atlen-
pron o a familiar atmosphere this past
summer. This time, il wasn't his own
basic raining experience, but the West-
over seeurity forces member was
gi'l:l{rl'ﬂjﬂﬂ A MEwW EGI'II,‘..I'E[H:lEI-

Dion voluntocred o wesk of  his
lzave as a lcadership instructor a3 Camp
Leadership Challenge in Wesiminsier,
Wi, for 22 kids, ages 13 ip 17, Besides
military drill movements, Dion taught
infantey fraining in the woods dunng
night I'I‘.'IIEE]D]'I;I\%'FH aid, a ropes course,
and how to cross a simulated mineficld,
A local Vermont shenifls depariment
runs Camp Leadership Challenge, whils
Vermont law enforcement and military
unitg sponsor the campers.

Tron said the camp taught the stu-
dents 1o leam from their mastakes and
failurcs, and to accept responsibality for
their actions. “We show them facing

movements  and
teach them how o
march. We put the
students in leader-
ship  positions,”
Dion said. Like the
military, a chain of
command was ¢s-
tablished on  the
first day of camp.
“It was chanped
daily to allow all stu-
dents to hold & major
leadership role and lcam the lessons
frorm that role,” he said.

Dion was with the Vermont National
Guard's Company B, Second Baunalion,
172 Armor, before joining the Air
Force Reserve last vear, Dion was called
to active duty shorily after he amved at
Westover following the Sept. 11 terronist
altacks, but still velenteered at the camp
for the fourth cogscoutive year.

S5gt. Heuben Ouellette, also with

Dion

Septemher 11 commemoration... frompage3

Air Force Song was sung as Col. Mar-
tin M. Mazick, wing commander, and
AB loffrev S, Burgess, 439" SFS,
Westover's newest airman, cut an an-
niversary cake with the Air Force
Academy sw-md of Maj. Michael 1.
Barden, 439™ L&S,

The wing commander offered
“heartfelt appreciation to the men and
women of the 439" as he noted the
wing has flown almost 8,000 hours on
missions 1o six of the seven conminents
n suppert of the war on terronsm.

He thanked the volunteers of the
US0O, American Legion, Galaxy Com-
munity Council, school groups and all
the others of the community who have
stood with the wing sinee Sept. 11, “I
assure you it made a difference to our
farmilies and to us,” he said.

A memarial trbute on the das in-
cluded four black curtains svmbolizing
the four undamaged walls of the Pen-
tagon and two spotlights represcnted
the Twin Towers.

A small Table of Honor hcld. a va.—
ricty of symbols rec
and those who hawc;%‘:lln:n Amﬂ
them, as explained by 2™ Lt Jason E,
Rose, EQOD, were service hats and a

civilian cap syvmbolizing evervone
who has scrved in all conflicts, a
glice of lemon reminding us of the
bitter fate of POWs, and salt which
represents the tears of their families.

Keynote speaker Maj. Gen, Ed-
ward Mechenbier of Air Force Mate-
rcl Command, who survived six
YEArS 45 a priscrncr of war in Hanon,
MNorth Vietnarm, said those who came
forward after Sept. 11 averted further
calamity. “Their contimued efforts
today make the country and world
LoCure. ..

“We need a strong military 1o
preserve freedom, cur way of life and
to protect us from those who would
deny us the inalienable nghts our
forefathers came to this country for.

“This day, let us recall the victo-
rics, provide comfort to families and
regolve to go forward to make Amer-
ica beter and safer,” he said.

Mechenbier concluded thar the
fourth verse of the Star Spangled
Banner applics as much today as on
the hot summer might Francis Scoft
Key penned it, “because truly we are
the land -:-l' the free and the home of
the brave,”

} enjoy the training aspect

the Vermont Natwonal Guard, was the
camp MCOOIC. He praised Dion for his
professionalism and dedication. “He
works really well with young poople,”
Cuellette satd. “He instilled leadership
and pride in the kids, and he was with
the kids 90 percent of the ume, ¢ven
during s dovwn ame.”

Dion said the camp 15 a vehicle for
him 1o reach out to }"ﬂﬂll% people. ©l

it It gnﬁ
them a sense of discipline and erder. |
think that's missing in today”s weeld”

Ouellette said he looks forward to
working with Dion again. “| defimitely
will be asking him 1o relumn oexl sum-
mrer,” he said.

Dion knows that kids face a lot of
pressurcs as lotmagers. CYour average
kid 15 facing peer pressure. We're the
role models and the support svsicm for
them,” he said. “We let them lead and
learn how 1o lead. [t's entirely their
show during graduation.™

PG by METE M Dvgneedr

IN HONOR — TSgt. Steven
Langevin, Waestovaer Honor
Guard, stands at ceremonial at
ease during the Sept. 11 events.



by SrA. Tom Ouelictte

The Amencan Legon, mnoan offod ©
stimulate American pride and 1o honor sacrt-
fiees of militany personned following the ter-
rorisl aftacks on Sept 11, has re-introduced
the Blue Star Sorvios Banner.,

The barmes, also called the Sarvce Flag,
15z Bebrve | Geanch white Beld vith a blue slar
sewn onto @ red background for cach family
of condlict A barmer can have up to five stars,
signifyang that fve members of thar By
are aurendy on active duly. Gold stars re-
pla::bhh:mﬁrﬂm-:hm in service. For
bermcrs displaying many stars, the gold star
(shakes the place of honor nearcst the staff.

The banner wiats matitated m 1917 when
Weeld War | Asmene Capt. Robent L. Queiss-

Reservists may soon
drive with ‘United We
Stand’ license plates

Massachusclis reservists may soon
have amother way to show prde an de-
fending their country.

A proposal creating new, special Li-
cense plates designed to promote patriot-
i5m and ixm:ﬁt anu-lmmsm nfl'm'r_s !1.15

1 i"::-m r G'l.r-n!fmr
MILITARY F'RDE — Mgt Thomas J.

Roe, superintendent of Westowver's
HunurGuald displays the Blue Star
Servica Banner.

been pr-:s::nwd I:u:t‘m: the state legislature,
The red, white and bluc plates, available
i all state motonsts, feature 4 mInuieman
standing before the American flag with
the words “United 'We Sand™ in bold bet-
fers acrass the boliom,

Proceods from the sale of the 530
plates will benefit the Bewards for Justice
Fund, a federal program that uses roward
PAVIENIE 10 wrm lerrornist sympathizers
ime tercorist informants, and wall also
benefit the Massachusetis's Office of
Commonwealth S:::unh the siale's anii-

ner of the 3% Ohio Infantry had two sons
serving on the front lings. He eroated and pat-
ented e banner and it quickly became the
unofficial svmbol of a child m service.

I:nmgwmd‘n'f’nﬂ,mnqnmmf
War msued conceming the de-
sign of the barmer, as well & when and who

Todzy, the: Blue Star Servics Banner can
repeesent any farmiby member serving in the
armed forces, including members of the MNa-
tenal Guard or Resrves,

To obtain 8 barmer, of meceihve more in-
formation, contact the American Legion at

ww lemion ong,
Information for this artale way oblened

Jrom Ritp e leglon org/dovaloads!
&.&-&Ebﬂfﬁ.lﬁr.!ﬂ.lm

1CITOrISM FCSPONSs NotwaTk.

Rep. Joseph F. Wagner (D
Chicopee), i one of three stale con-
gressmuen spensoring the legislation cre-
ating the now platcs.

Kim Haberin, an aide to Wagner's
office, said the legislation for the plates
was intreduced in cardy June, She ox-

s the bill to :
= All 5]:-:::'13.1@?5;:5]3!:4:5 can be ordered
from the Begistry of Motor Vehicles via
the Internct at www.slabe. ma. us/ sy,

Contractor pulls Cold War relic fo ground as hundreds watch

by 58zt Andrew 5, Bisooe

A looming oranpe sunriee framed the demoliton of 2 Cold War
rebic at Westover on Judy 30,

Whik: a demolicon crow Geefully removed s foundagon, the
bese's Jlevear-old congol tovwer sl seormed defiant o the end Fosg,
crews ook culting worches 10 the toner’s foundation and sovored s
beamns, Then, five giare candenoners tugged on brge cobles, and the
104-foot tower jumped several foct and stood on is own for sevaral
saconds as cameras roded. B then toppled on its own wesght o o heap
of deboris and dust Hundreds of people Bred the Westover flight line 21
ﬁ:.:ﬂam.mum::hﬂ:elm;h:. of a landmiark from the Cold Warem

During Weessover's heyday in the 19505 and 1960, the base bus-
ted with Aur Force fving activiica. Alr traffic controliors guided thou-
sands of mil#ary airoraft landing and departing. The towar was com-
pleted m June 1962 at a cost of SIT7.000. SAC immediatehy put the
o conirollers i work in te new building. By vear™s end, controlicrs
had guided moee than 57,000 andirgs and deparmures & the bese

Carl F, Limbeorg, & vetoran Westover air controller, wes a military
contreller dunng some of the maost iense davs of the Cold War. Besides
the B-52s, Westover boused KC-135 and KC-97 tnbers, which few
around-the-dlock missions, In thase dins, 1l waes common for fhing 1o
tshe place at ] hours of the disv and right, Limberg ssid

“We'd be guidng B-325 arpund the patiom &t 2 am,” he said,

adding that whale the tower was now, the Arr Foroe had packed it full of
L9 stato-od-the-art cquipmeent — with [tk room lefl for the controllers.

“We wore just jammeed nup there,” sud Limbeng, who 5 now a Do-
partment of Defense controlker & Wesiover, His boss, Ron ], Bainbodae,
wiorked the old wower fior dhroe years, While be folt a bit sentimental about
h:bm!dm "s demize, Banbridge know bs dempliton was neoossany,

It s time for the new iower, The old one was cold in the winter,

and 100 warm in the summer,” he said ““The equipment was vintage 1963,
Egquipment was breaking dovwn and parts were difficult o get™

Wil the tower's demoldibon might have seemed o ilhetais the pass-
iz o am era, Bainboidge wis happry 1o 500 things monve ong, T suppose |
fidt a twvirge of remoess, bt it didn kst very Jong,” he said, =5 he recalled
driving on 1o the bass and catching a different dght on the flight ne. “t
seemiod very strangs i ondy set the now tower,” he smd

Whikz the now tower Inchades an clevator, the controllers dida’t heve
that heamy m the old one. “These wers 147 steps fo clirnb each ime vou
carme to wark” Banbridpe s8d. The controllers” office was on the sccond
B of the ning-sory wower;, te bathroon was & the Dollom

The néw 10-stery, 54,1 million tosver nses 123 fect above the arficld
H began operations in April The hangar, buik i 1990, bad
blocked the view of some parts of the arficld from the controllers in the oid
tower. Controllers ¢ now s 100 pereent of the airficdd. An clovator for-
riéss thiem 10 the top ch diny, where they ane surroundod by 21% contury air
traffic control cquipmend



Patriot People

Name: Karen M. Hutchinson

Rank: S5z

Ape: 27

Address: Rome, MY,

Unitz 430ih ASTS

Position: Health services management techmician
Civilian position: Graphic designer
Favorite food: Lasagna

Years of service: Six

Favorite sport: Basketball

Favorite hobby: Eeading

Ideal vacation: Fey West

Best way to relax:  Lisening to music
Preferred entertainment: RBeading
Favaorite hero: Grandma

Favorite music:  Classic rock

Favaorite movic: Stgmada

Favorite aircraft: C-130

Pet peeve:  Dirty dishes

What [ would do if [ won $1 million: Put all my m:,:-hcuﬁ
in private schools and pay for thetr education

Fhote by VX0 Androw F. odtane

55gt. Karen M. Hutchinson

Patriot Praises

Erllcrmenits:

S55gL gl:lv:t.. ﬁ[r:;:d':"ﬂ
58gt Brazee, ! :
5S5pr Prach, Douglas W,
55pt. Hizley, Donald E
S5pL Sherman, Seephen E.
SSEL Susty, [an M.

33gL Watson, Kenmeth Lo
S Avusorivera, Carbin A
SrA. Branco, Anthony U
Sra. Cruz, Mobes A

Sra. Gladding, Kenneth W,
ErA Coodfellow, Dabvd E.
SrA. Kickman, Alvin 5, Jr
S Lucas, John &

SeA Prapga, Alksre D, 1]
Sriu Rogers, Timothy M.

AL Clark-Deale, Samanths 01

AIC Crane, Crystal B
AIC Gordanr, Alihes N,
AL Grraves, Michacel L.
AIC Hammack, Cassandrs O
AlC Haszan, Ahmed X,
AlC] im, Eric ¥.
HEEhS PR

; fa
ATC Louis, Audrey “Sm
Al Phal,
AIC Monge, M.
AL Provost, Heather A
AIC Rosada, Erika .
ALC Saolitario, Robert G
AJC Srendey, Turkquolse 5,
AIC Tran, Jenny M.
AIC Eaembrano, Carbos I
AR Knight, Daniclle Losna M.

MNenly Assigned:

Lo Col MeGregor, Uda B
gt Blake, Kyan A

AL Bodriguer, Angel J.
Froncins:

3MEgr Colucci, Anthony O

MSgi, Carter, Thedius A

MEgt, Daigneaale, Scart £

!'.!F.pj. Penna, hichael ™.

TSgr Christopher, Shanne .

TEgt Drybaki, Dawid Ik

THgL Fedrick, "I-Hﬂl-lﬂ H

Thge Foley, Paul M.

THge Green, Jeflrey A

THgr Savaee, Cralg A
Theriaul, Andre K

THgL Wilson Erke M.

E%pt Duval, Hebeoca L

S%5pL Hemm Willlam V.

Srh Foss, Jason W,

Sed. Gentilotdd, Brian

SrA Malomey, Kevin .

SeA Pisanl, Nethen

irA, Reddriguer, Angel [

SrA. Santiago, Ivetle

5S¢ Tensbro, Kenneth L.

Sri Wentworth, Kenmcth W,

AN Cabral, Erin M.

AT Ellis, Lateel 5.

AN Say, David .

Amn. Rellam, Bashon Tairch

Amn. Talamanco, Lyndelln M.

Betired:

Chiset Doidleaw, Kaymond V.
SMEge, Semurle, Charles M.
MSgt. , George Fo,.In.
MSer Mandey, Robert R
MSgt. White, Nathari¢]

TSge Charest, Richard J.
TSpe Deitr, Walter E.

Patriot Puns

Force Protection Tip of the Month
Precautions at Airporis:

& Amve carhe walch for suspicous aclivity,
#  Look for nervous passengers who maintain cve contact with
others from a distance. Mote behavicr not consistent with that of
olers inthe arca
7 Mo matter whene vou ane i the tormimal |, sdentify objects @l
able for cover in the ovent of an attack {example, pallars, trash cans,
Img:ﬁm}.aﬂmag,hmhhmgmuﬂmp‘mm
# Dot linger near open public aress. Cruckly transil insecuns
mm\wmm;mmm&mm'dm
#  Beawore of unatiended boggoage amowhere m termanal,
F o O b <lairm area from a distance. Do nol relneve
twhageunﬂﬁcmﬂnhﬂs.
7 FRopor suspiceous activity 10 airport sequnty personnel

Foroe Protection Office, Ext. 3807, 3872
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Tower
tumbles

- photos by Nicole L. Lessard

DELICATE DEMOLITION — A local
contractor's careful lanning
felled a Westover Cold War relic
on July 30. Welders cut the beams
at the foundation of the 104-foot,
40-yvear-old contrel fower, and
heavy dump trucks and bulldozers
strained at steel cables to pull it
over at sunrise. A 10-story, state-
of-the-art replacement tower
became cperational in April. See
article on page 10.

mﬂl 0' ' PATRIOT online: http:ihvwwwialrc.al.milfid39aw
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